ACR and ASRT development of the radiologist assistant: concept, roles, and responsibilities.
ACR and ASRT joined forces to address the workforce shortages of radiologists and radiological technologists with the development of a radiologist assistant. This paper discusses the rationale for the evolution and development of the radiologist assistant as designed by ACR and ASRT. With the profession of radiology experiencing workforce shortages among radiologists and radiological technologists many radiological groups were beginning to hire ancillary personnel to fill efficiency gaps in practices. Many academic institutions were in the process of considering programs to initiate advanced practice status for radiologic technologists. Several state legislatures were considering laws that would provide extended scope of practice technology with additional training. The ACR and ASRT entered into discussions to address these concerns in order to: (1) assure patient safety by allowing only properly trained personnel to provide radiological service to patients; (2) assure that these ancillary personnel are not allowed to practice without appropriate physician supervision; (3) assure that there are not 50 different state scope of practice laws based more on political expediency than quality patient care; (4) alleviate workforce shortages for radiological technologists by creating a professionally satisfying career path; (5) alleviate some of the time pressures placed on radiologists as a result of their workforce shortages. The ACR had a choice to lead on the development of the roles and responsibilities of the radiologist assistant or continue to allow the process to evolve as market and political pressures warranted. As a leader in the profession, the ACR believed that it was in the best interest of its members and the profession to be at the table with the development of the roles and responsibilities of the radiologist assistant to assure the best for our patients. The roles and responsibilities of the RA as approved by the ACR Council are presented.